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Agenda 
Reading is not just about 
what is going on in the 
book - it's about what's 
going on in your head!   

~ Adrienne Gear

Comprehension strategies 
are not ends in themselves; 
they are means of helping 
your students understand 

what they are reading. 
~ National Reading Panel

1.The BIG Picture
2.Setting the Stage
3.Saskatchewan Reads
4.Exploring the tools of    
   Balanced Literacy 
5.Magnificent Seven
6.Assessment tools
7.Resources/Digital Tools
8.Worktime
9. Feedback



Imagine a Day...

Imagine a Night...



http://saskatchewanreads.wordpress.com 

What is your belief about students and reading?

What are your beliefs about teaching reading?

http://saskatchewanreads.wordpress.com
http://saskatchewanreads.wordpress.com




Supporting Balanced 
Literacy in the 

Classroom 



Balanced Literacy 

● So … what is balanced literacy?
● How can we set it up?
● What can it look like, sound like, feel 

like?
● How can I navigate this?

,  



Source:  
http://goo.gl/5nOj89

http://goo.gl/5nOj89
http://goo.gl/5nOj89


Balanced Literacy- Resources  

http://goo.gl/7RdPrr

http://goo.gl/AL0Cfa  

http://goo.gl/7RdPrr
http://goo.gl/7RdPrr
http://goo.gl/AL0Cfa
http://goo.gl/AL0Cfa


Guided Reading 
Key Characteristics of a GR Program:  
❖ part of a Balanced Literacy Program 

❖ small groups that are flexible

❖ use a variety of texts at the instructional level of the students 

❖ focus on reading strategies needed by the students 

❖ frequent and consistent monitoring 

❖ meaningful, relevant and engaging activities for other students 
to be doing while you are with a GR group - Literacy Centres 



Guided Reading 
Key Steps in Organizing a GR Program:  
❖ establish routines and procedures for independent 

learning 

❖ gather a collection of books and other texts that provide 
support for the reader - GR program, levelled texts, reading 
strategy focus, content area reading 

❖ assess students regularly to determine instructional 
reading levels and to establish groups - DRA, Scholastic 3-
Minute Reading Assessment, Alberta Diagnostic 



Daily 5

★ The Daily Five is a literary structure that allows for 
differentiation in the classroom and provides 
consistency.

★ It is an integrated literacy instruction and classroom 
management system.

★ It is a system of five literacy tasks that teaches 
students independence



Strategies
★ Read to Self
★ Read to Someone
★ Listen to Read
★ Work on Writing
★ Word Work

Daily Five Components



Where Are You in Your 
Journey?

1.Which reading strategies do you 
use? 

2.How do you choose which strategies 
you use?

3.What is your comfort level with trying 
out new reading strategies?

4.How do you access reading 
strategies?

5.How are reading strategies and 
reading activities different and 
how are they the same?

6.Whose responsibility is it to 
teach reading strategies?



Wilfrid Gordon McDonald 
Partridge 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dLCKYTbR5c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dLCKYTbR5c


The Magnificent Seven 
❖ Building & Monitoring Background Knowledge

❖ Making Connections

❖ Visualizing

❖ Inferring

❖ Questioning

❖ Determining Importance

❖ Synthesizing



The 
BIG

Picture



Building and Monitoring 
Background Knowledge

“Reading furnishes the mind 
only with materials of 
knowledge; it is thinking that 
makes what we read ours.” 
~ John Locke”

“It is not so important to have 
all the answers as to be hungry 
for them”. 
~ Carol Ann Tomlinson



Building and Monitoring 
Background Knowledge
Strategies:
★ Schema- lint roller, 

‘one minute 
schema determiner’

★ TPE (Think Puzzle 
Explore)

★ 3-2-1 bridge



Your Own World Wide Web





Making Connections

“The words on the 
page are only half of 
the story.  The rest is 
what you bring to the 

party.” 
~Toni Morrison, The Reader 

as Artist

❖ the bridge from  the 
new to the known 

❖ involves our schema 
- our background 
knowledge and 
experiences - what 
we bring to the 
reading 





Making Connections

Strategies:  

★ Sketch and Label 
★ Story + My Life/Picture
★ Making Connections - 

Changing Your Lens  
★ Bookmarks 



Visualizing- Motion Picture of the Mind
Using all of our senses to create an 
understanding of text. 

Imagine tone of voice, the smells of 
the dirty socks, the feeling of the cold 
damp sweat, the hairs on your neck 
tingling.

Adriene Gear says, “visualizing is the 
‘sister to imagination’ the critical 
difference is the source for the 
images.”

 

“Proficient readers spontaneously 
and purposefully create mental 
images while and after they read. 
The images emerge from all five 
senses as well as the emotions and 
are anchored in a reader’s prior 
knowledge”. 

Keene and Zimmerman, Mosaic of 
Thought





Strategies:

★ Making ‘sense’ using 
text and drawing

★ Sketch to Stretch
★ Visualization - Quotes
★ What Am I?



Visualizing
By using visualization, 
you open the door for 
life-long reading. You 
help in the development 
of student's habit of 
actively thinking about 
what they read.





Inferring
❖ Something good readers 

do to figure out what the 
author is saying, even 
though s/he may not have 
actually written it down.  

❖ Good readers look for 
CLUES in the text 
(words/pictures) to help.

“What I like in an author 
is not what he says, but 

what he whispers.”
~Logan Pearsall Smith 



The “Inference” 
Equation: 

“A good reader is not just reading 
what IS in the text, but thinking 

about what ISN’T.” 
~Adrienne Gear



Inferring

Strategies: 
★ Pictures  



Inferring

Strategy: 
★ O-W-I  





Inferring

Strategies:   
★ comic strips/riddles
★ wordless picture 

books
★ Back to the Board



Determining Importance 
❖ the skill by which a 

reader is able to sort 
through information in 
the text, select key 
ideas and remember 
them.  

❖ the first step in 
synthesizing 

“Determining importance 
is making sense of reading 

and moving toward 
insight.”  

~Harvey and Goudvis 



Determining Importance 
Retelling - requires the reader to 
organize text information in order 
to provide a personal rendition of 
it 

Summarizing - goes a step 
further.  The reader has to 
organize, synthesize and analyze 
ideas to determine the degree of 
importance 



Determining Importance 
Strategies:  
★ group retelling activity 
★ Plus, Minus, Interesting 
★ Get the Gist 
★ THIEVES and PEEK

http://readingstrategiesthatwork.wikispaces.com/Summarizing+Strategies
http://readingstrategiesthatwork.wikispaces.com/Summarizing+Strategies
http://21stcenturycompetencies.wikispaces.com/Teaching+Ideas
http://21stcenturycompetencies.wikispaces.com/Teaching+Ideas
http://21stcenturycompetencies.wikispaces.com/Teaching+Ideas
http://readingstrategiesthatwork.wikispaces.com/Summarizing+Strategies
http://readingstrategiesthatwork.wikispaces.com/Summarizing+Strategies
http://readingstrategiesthatwork.wikispaces.com/Summarizing+Strategies
http://readingstrategiesthatwork.wikispaces.com/Summarizing+Strategies


Thinking/Coding 
Marks - “snippet”



Questioning 
“The most important questions don’t 
seem to have ready answers. But the 
questions themselves have a healing 
power when they are shared.  An answer 
is an invitation to stop thinking about 
something, to stop wondering. Life has 
no such stopping places. Life is a 
process whose every event is connected 
to the moment that just went by. An 
unanswered question is a fine travelling 
companion. It sharpens your eye for the 
road.”  

Rachel Naomu Remen



Questioning
Strategies:

★ Question Trekking
★ Thin, Thick and Sidekick 

Questions
★ Reciprocal Questioning 

(ReQuest)
★ Two Column Note Organizer
★ Golden Lines
★ Double Entry Journal





http://goo.gl/8oE8XX



Synthesizing  

“Combining new 
information with existing 
knowledge to form an 
original idea, a new 
thinking perhaps, or 
new a new creation 
even”. Harvey



Synthesizing

★ A Change in Thinking
★ Notes Thinking/T-

chart
★ CSI
★ Even Dozen 

Strategies:





Sketch Notes Sample

http://ditchthattextbook.
com/sketchnotes/ 

http://ditchthattextbook.com/sketchnotes/
http://ditchthattextbook.com/sketchnotes/
http://ditchthattextbook.com/sketchnotes/


Assessment 
Large-scale assessments are designed to give the system 
feedback so the system can learn; classroom assessment is 
designed to give individuals feedback so the individual can 
learn.
~ Anne Davies

Over time, students move forward in their learning 
when they can use personal knowledge to construct 
meaning, have skills of self-monitoring to realize 
that they don’t understand something, and have 
ways of deciding what to do next. 
~ Lorna Earl













Key Points on Comprehension Assessment

● Reading comprehension assessment is thinking 
assessment

● There are a variety of ways to assess thinking 
informally – they include written, oral, artistic and 
dramatic means

● Be clear on the difference between assessing 
understanding of a given piece of text and . . .  
assessing the thinking strategies that make 
comprehension possible



Key Points on Comprehension Assessment
● Gradually release responsibility to the student to 

show his/her thinking – ask  him/her to defend 
thinking in relation to the text at hand and future 
application of the strategy

● Collect evidence of thinking
● The ultimate measure of success in comprehending 

is when a student can describe how and why use of 
a comprehension strategy helps him/her 
understand more completely 



Assessing the Strategies  

● admit/exit slips 
● ticket out the door 
● rubrics 
● anecdotal records 
● formative assessments 
● summative assessments 



Reading Comprehension 
Strategies Rubric 

● found under the “Resources and Websites” 
tab on the Reading Strategies Wiki 
http://goo.gl/uNgJCN 

http://goo.gl/uNgJCN


Tech Tools to 
Support the 
Teaching of Reading 



http://goo.gl/VaJlRX 

http://goo.gl/VaJlRX
http://goo.gl/VaJlRX


Resources You’ll Love 



Reading 8-Boxes
- a wonderful instructional tool
- 8 boxes:

- My Reading (1 box)

- Elements of the Text (1 box)

- Word Skills (1 box)

- Taxonomy of Thinking (1 box)  
- Reading Strategies (4 boxes): Monitoring 

Understanding, Connecting, Questioning, Visualizing, Inferring, 
Predicting , Determining Importance, Synthesizing 



Web Resources:
● Reading Strategies Wiki - http://readingstrategiesthatwork.wikispaces.

com/ 

● http://www.mauryk12.org/literacy/reading%20mentor%20texts.htm 

● http://www.pinterest.com/brobeson/rdg-strategies-mentor-texts/ 

● http://ditchthattextbook.com/

● http://www.the2sisters.com/theDaily5.html     

● http://www.thedailycafe.com/

● http://www.schrockguide.net/critical-evaluation.html 

Follow us on Pinterest and Twitter 

http://readingstrategiesthatwork.wikispaces.com/
http://readingstrategiesthatwork.wikispaces.com/
http://readingstrategiesthatwork.wikispaces.com/
http://www.mauryk12.org/literacy/reading%20mentor%20texts.htm
http://www.mauryk12.org/literacy/reading%20mentor%20texts.htm
http://www.pinterest.com/brobeson/rdg-strategies-mentor-texts/
http://www.pinterest.com/brobeson/rdg-strategies-mentor-texts/
http://ditchthattextbook.com/
http://ditchthattextbook.com/
http://www.the2sisters.com/theDaily5.html
http://www.the2sisters.com/theDaily5.html
http://www.thedailycafe.com/
http://www.thedailycafe.com/
http://www.schrockguide.net/critical-evaluation.html
http://www.schrockguide.net/critical-evaluation.html


Text Resources:
● Strategies That Work - Stephanie Harvey and Anne Goudvis
● Mosaic of Thought - Ellin Keene and Susan Zimmerman
● Independent Reading, Inside the Box - Lisa Donnahue
● Reading Power - Adrienne Gear
● Teaching with Intention - Debbie Miller
● Reading With Meaning - Debbie Miller
● Guiding Readers - Lori Jamison Rog
● Guided Reading Basics - Lori Jamison Rog
● Making Thinking Visible - Ron Ritchhart, Mark Church, Karin 

Morrison
● Visualization Strategies -Jeffrey D. Wilhelm
● Balanced Literacy Essentials - Michelann Parr



Together … We Will 
Survive :)  

http://safeshare.tv/w/xpyhbSicBg 

http://safeshare.tv/w/xpyhbSicBg
http://safeshare.tv/w/xpyhbSicBg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qKdhe7xFk4w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qKdhe7xFk4w


Feedback Form

Link and QR code are on page 50 in your 
“Learning Together” package

http://goo.gl/87Fd7V

http://goo.gl/87Fd7V
http://goo.gl/87Fd7V


Thank You!
Have a GREAT Rest of the 

School Year!  


